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October 5, 2015 
Bike Winnipeg Phase II CPR Yards Crossing Recommendations 

Sherbrook/McGregor Option Lacks Connection for People on Foot & Bike 

Of note is that Option B, which is to build a tunnel connecting Sherbrook Street to McGregor 
Street, lacks any access for people on foot or bike. Pedestrians and cyclists would be prohibited 
from the tunnel. For that reason, we find that this option is unacceptable. We cannot support this 
option. 

 

Option B, which calls for the construction of a tunnel between Sherbrook Street and McGregor 
Street will provide no improvements for people on bike or on foot. 

McPhillips Option Provides Connectivity for Northwest Hydro Corridor 
Greenway 

Option A, our preferred option, calls for a widening of the McPhillips Street Underpass, 
including a separated bike path on the east side of the underpass that would provide a safe 
connection under the tracks at the southern end of the proposed Northwest Hydro Corridor 
Greenway. This could be a very important connection in Winnipeg’s bicycle network, 
particularly for people living in the Northwest corner of the city.  
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Connectivity Issues Need to be Addressed 

Our main concern with this option is that there is no plan to provide a direct, comfortable 
connection between the southern end of the planned Northwest Hydro Corridor Greenway and 
the protected bike lanes planned along Empress Street. 

 
The bike network shown at the open houses shows a definite improvement for people biking on 
Arlington, but lacks reasonable connectivity between the Northwest Hydro Corridor Greenway 
and the protected bike lanes planned for Empress Street. 

The planned protected bike lanes on Empress Street will provide a direct, comfortable access to 
the Airport, Polo Park Regional Mixed Use Center and St James Street Mixed Use Corridor, as 
well as a more direct route south to the Kenaston & Sterling Lyon and Kenaston & McGillivray 
Regional Mixed Use Centres. Similarly, the Northwest Hydro Corridor Greenway will provide 
convenient access to the Regional Mixed Use Centre centered around Leila & McPhillips, and 
connections to important east/west bike routes. 

mailto:info@bikewinnipeg.ca
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The recently passed City of Winnipeg Cycling Strategy clearly states that the establishment of 
direct, comfortable bicycle routes that connect to key destinations will be a critical step towards 
enabling more people to make trips by bicycle. We need to stick to those principals, but if we 
rely on planned diamond lanes and bike lanes on McPhillips connecting across Notre Dame to a 
future neighbourhood greenway along Banning (or on an unlikely detour to the far west along 
Sherwin road), we will likely fail to realize a connection suitable for anyone other than the most 
confident or motivated cyclists. In particular, a restricted right of way along McPhillips and a 
critical turning movement off of southbound McPhillips onto eastbound Notre Dame make it 
unlikely that there will ever be the type of low stress cycling infrastructure on McPhillips linking 
the Northwest Hydro Corridor Greenway to Banning. 

Fortunately, there is a practical way to create the connections we desire if we are willing to make 
a few small changes to the planned bicycle network. 

 
Bike Winnipeg’s Recommendations to improve connectivity as part of the CPR Yards Crossing 
Study 

  

mailto:info@bikewinnipeg.ca
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Connecting the Northwest Hydro Corridor Greenway to the Empress Protected Bike Lanes 

Bike Winnipeg recommends that the city alter the planned bike network by adding in a 
connection between Alexander Avenue and the intersection of Saskatchewan Avenue and 
Empress Street along a route defined as follows: 

• South to Winnipeg Avenue West via a rail with trail pathway on the west side of the CPR 
La Riviere/BNSF rail line 

• West via a neighbourhood greenway on Winnipeg Avenue West from the rail with trail 
pathway to Flint Street 

• South via a neighbourhood greenway on Flint Street from Winnipeg Avenue West to 
Notre Dame. 

• West on Notre Dame from Flint to to Midland Street via a two way protected bike lane 
on the south side of Notre Dame, facilitated by delaying the addition of the third 
eastbound traffic lane on Notre Dame form the intersection of Notre Dame with 
Dublin/Midland east to the easternmost entrance/exit from the Thrift Lodge parking lot 

• South on Midland Street to Saskatchewan Avenue via protected bike lanes 
• West on Saskatchewan Avenue to Empress Street via protected bike lanes (where they 

would meet up with an off road pathway planned from Empress to Sherwin Road). 

Arlington Street, with protected bike lanes running from Portage Avenue to Inkster Boulevard, 
should replace Banning/McPhillips as a spine in the bicycle network (Ruby/Banning should 
remain on the map as a planned neighbourhood greenway) 

We further recommend that the protected bike lanes on Notre Dame be extended to the eastern 
exit/entrance to the Thrift Lodge parking lot before being taken off road between there and the 
intersection of Spruce Street with Notre Dame creating an additional connection to Clifton Street 
via Richard Ave. 

Our final recommendation is that the city add a grade separated crossing of the CPR La 
Riviere/BNSF rail line extending from the West view Park Hill to the Wellington Avenue right 
of way to provide a safe connection over the tracks, as crossing the tracks at this location is 
currently prohibited. 

  

mailto:info@bikewinnipeg.ca
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Logan & Winks to Winks & Alexander 

 
Looking north into Stanley Knowles Park from the 
intersection of Winks and Logan. A half signal could 
be located here to provide safe access across Logan 
Avenue. 

 
Looking south down Winks towards the intersection 
of Alexander and Winks (at the traffic circle). A trail 
connects the southern end of Winks through the 
Public Works yards to Pacific. 

Alexander & Winks to Winnipeg & CPR La Riviere 

Alexander Avenue provides a traffic signal controlled crossing of Weston on a lower volume 
residential street that is already part of the city’s bicycle network that would provide the link 
between Winks and the rail with trail pathway we are proposing for the west side of the CPR La 
Riviere/BNSF rail line. 

 
Looking south towards Notre Dame along the 
western right of way for the CPR La Riviere/BNSF 
rail line from the northwest corner of its intersection 
with Alexander. Pascoe Park is seen to the right 
(west). There is ample room for a rail with trail 
pathway along this stretch 

 
A well worn path leads north along the CPR La 
Riviere/BNSF rail line from Winnipeg Avenue West 
towards Alexander Avenue. There is public access 
from the rail right of way to Winnipeg Avenue West. 
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Flint & Notre Dame to Midland & Notre Dame 

The existing traffic signal at Flint & Notre Dame provides a safe crossing of Notre Dame, but 
once across Notre Dame protected bike lanes will also need to be provided to complete the link 
to Midland Street (and ultimately to Empress Street) to the northwest, and to Spruce Street (and 
ultimately Clifton Street) to the southeast. Southbound Notre Dame is serviced by two lanes 
north of the Dublin/Midland Intersection, adding a third southbound lane at the intersection. 
While the third lane may be necessary to manage capacity leading up to and south of Weston, 
this third lane could be converted into a two way protected bike lane between Midland Street and 
the easternmost Thrift Lodge parking lot entrance/exit without sacrificing significant traffic 
capacity or level of service. South of the Thrift Lodge parking lot entrance/exit, minimal 
property acquisition would make it possible to route the protected bike lanes off of Notre Dame 
onto the boulevard before ending at Spruce Street. 

Traffic signals could be used to control access across the protected bike lanes on the merge lane 
off of Midland onto Notre Dame (and vice versa). 

 
It should be possible to convert the newly added third 
lane on Notre Dame into a two way protected bike 
lane to provide a connection between Flint Street and 
Midland Street 

 
The existing traffic signal at Flint & Notre Dame 
provides ready access across Notre Dame for people 
on bikes. 

 
Protected bike lanes could be extended east to Spruce 
Street to provide access to Clifton Street and the 
Sargent Park & Daniel McIntyre Neighbourhoods 

 
Protected bike lanes on Notre Dame could be shifted 
onto the boulevard just south of Flint to minimize the 
loss of traffic capacity on Notre Dame 
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Midland Street 

Wide boulevards on Midland Street would allow for multiple options for the provision of 
protected bike lanes between Notre Dame and Saskatchewan Avenues. Access across and on and 
off of the lanes could be controlled by traffic signals at the Notre Dame/Midland/Dublin 
intersection. 

 
Looking north along the western side of Midland 
towards the intersection with Notre Dame/Dublin. 
Wide boulevards on Midland provide many options 
for protected bike lanes to provide a connection 
between Notre Dame and Saskatchewan. 

 
Looking south down the west side of Midland just 
south of Notre Dame and Dublin. 

Saskatchewan Avenue 

 
Requirements for Heavy Truck Traffic, utilities, and 
proximity to rail lines may make the connection from 
Empress to Midland along Saskatchewan tough, but it 
should be possible to find a solution here as well. 

 
Saskatchewan Avenue Omand’s Creek Bridge – 
Schedule for reconstruction in 2016, it should be 
possible to provide a good quality connection 
between protected bike lanes on Midland Street and 
those planned for Empress Street, as well as to the off 
road pathway planned for the north side of 
Saskatchewan Avenue west of Empress Street. 
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Key Destinations along Northwest Hydro/Empress/Kenaston Corridor 

• Downtown Core 
• James Richardson International Airport 
• Regional Mixed Use Centres  

o Polo Park Area (F) 
o McPhillips & Leila Area (A) 
o Kenaston & Sterling Lyon Area (E) 
o Kenaston & McGillivray Area (D) 

• Major Institutional/Campus Centres  
o Health Sciences Complex 
o University of Winnipeg 

• Major Redevelopment Sites  
o Kapyong Barracks 
o Tuxedo/Lafarge Lands 

Key Connections along Northwest Hydro/Empress/Kenaston Corridor 

• Spine Network Connections  
o Chief Peguis Off Road Pathways 
o Machray/Church Neighbourhood Greenway 
o Alexander/Pacific/Elgin Neighbourhood Greenway 
o Wellington Avenue Protected Bike Lanes 
o St. Mathews Protected Bike Lanes/Yellow Ribbon Trail 
o Kenaston Protected Bike Lanes & Off Road Pathways 
o Taylor Avenue Off Road Pathways 

• Local Network Connections  
o Leila Protected Bike Lanes 
o Winnipeg Beach Greenway 
o North Assiniboine Parkway 
o South Assiniboine Parkway 

• Grade Separated Crossings  
o Weston/Winnipeg Yards 
o Portage Avenue 
o Assiniboine River 
o CPR La Riviere/BNSF Rail Line (suggested) 
o CN Main Line (possible future crossing?) 
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